cohesive national identity. A dynamic magazine industry became essential in the processes of nation building and modernization.
Drawing from the political theorist Karl Deutsch, Haveman argues that "There can be no society, no division of labor, without a minimum of transfer of information, without communication"; magazines in America allowed "readers to receive and react to the same cultural messages at the same time and, in many cases, encouraging readers to contribute to shared cultural projects" (5). They became vehicles for modernization in six domains: economic, demographic, geographic, social, technological, and cultural. With the exception of the South, magazines served an essential educational function in teaching Americans to embrace change, rather than fear it. Haveman thoroughly examines such areas as editorial control, the mechanics of production and distribution, the recruitment of authors, the development of specialization, and technological advancement. As Americans spread out across the continent, magazines reached an ever wider readership, at an ever lower cost. One of the most useful features of this book is the use of graphs and tables to display the complex information on which such claims rely. One graph, for example, demonstrates the growth of business magazines plotted against their publication location and shows that Boston, New York, and Philadelphia remained the nation's business publishing centers, even as there was growth in "other urban areas" (75).
Haveman reminds us that it was not at all certain that the thirteen original colonies would cohere into a unified nation. Nor was it certain that, as the nation spread across the continent, the United States would remain united. She argues that periodicals helped to build the nation by enabling individuals from a full range of diverse groups-religious, agricultural, business, medical-to connect with one another across gender, region, and other boundaries. Haveman treats areas familiar to the readers of American Periodicals-including innovations in printing technology, changes in copyright law, the role of the post office, the mania for reading in nineteenth-century America, and expansion of the railroad network-all of which were integral to the growth of periodicals and the nation.
For all Haveman's attempts to be comprehensive, however, there are significant omissions in her book, including the absence of attention to the role of political parties in sponsoring magazines and using them to promote their agendas. Her focus on "all these realms which lie outside formal politics" overlooks the crucial role of politics in periodical production (2). One of the most prominent monthlies of the antebellum period, the United States Magazine and Democratic Review, was established in Washington, DC, in 1837 by John L. O'Sullivan and Samuel Langtree precisely to bolster the flagging prospects of the Democratic Party. Publishing editorials supporting the party's candidates and its position on divisive questions such as the Bank of the United States, it also developed a cultural program to appeal to a wider circle of readers. Its political agenda included territorial expansion, Indian removal, and the protection of slavery. Magazines like this one set up their own patronage networks. Nathaniel Hawthorne, a loyal Democrat and a frequent contributor to the Democratic Review, was able to secure a position in the Salem Custom House through O'Sullivan's advocacy. Another prominent antebellum monthly, the American (Whig) Review, was established in 1844 to campaign for the election of Whig candidates. It, too, developed a broad cultural program. Money, politics, and power, then, figure importantly in the evolution even of our "literary" magazines.
Another area that deserves additional attention is the influence of British periodicals on their American cousins. In the absence of international copyright law, British periodicals were regularly reprinted in the United States, hindering the ability of American periodicals to gain traction. Further, British periodicals came to influence the shape, content, and structure of American periodical discourse. In History of American Magazines, 1850 Magazines, -1865 as recalling that in the antebellum period, "people of literary aspirations, especially young people, read the English magazines almost religiously."
1 Still another area that demands greater attention is the role of Southern periodicals, especially in challenging the processes of national integration and modernization.
That said, Haveman's Magazines and the Making of America will remain a landmark in periodical studies. To see with her what periodicals accomplished from 1741 to 1860 may give us some confidence that they will continue to serve a vital role in the making of America. Reviewed by Benjamin Fagan, Auburn University Brian Gabrial's The Press and Slavery in America explores how newspapers in the United States reported on six events: the beginnings of the Haitian Revolution (1791), Gabriel Prosser's slave conspiracy (1800), the German Coast slave uprising (1811), Denmark Vesey's slave conspiracy (1822), Nat Turner's slave uprising (1831), and John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry (1859). These "points of major crises and disruptions in the slave system," Gabrial writes, "pushed slavery and race discussions into the public sphere, even at times when powerful forces tried
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